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By Hirooki Wada
LISETR-apan Marmbwer
Tokyo, Jop-an
& increase in the number of junicr golfers
wis positive news in Japan. Many kids dream
of becoming successful four pros. These days.
Frowwever, To De sucoasshll as a four player ssams
o ba getting much rmaore difficult, which is shown
by the fact that even active tour pros cannot stay
ol ol for yaars. Thara ore some reasons for the
changeas happening now. The numbsar of golfars
and fourmnarnents is increasing, and the prize
meoney is getiing higher, which atfracts more and
more kids with greal athletic abdity who want fo
be a tour pro. This change raissd the overall level
of faur players and cracfed o maore compeatifive
arviranrmant.

It will ber Increasingly iImmportant that feachar s
evaluate whiether their shudents can perfomm
wedl enough at tournamenits. Teachers should
sugaest a beler life than the life of o fouwr pro for
the students who need a different carser, What
2 recjuired of teachars now & nat st To fedach

technloues.

What | value In teaching junior golfers

For the reasons stated above, | stopped
accepling new junicr students. Instead, in
discussions with my curent students, | give advice
on how to creale their own system e eam encugh
rmoney from business fo use as a step fowards
thelr drgarms. Thalr systarm brings tham the option
to confinue to play golf without financial support

from their parents or sponsors.
Creating the system wilh my students leods 1o

my goal of establishing a new type of acodemy
thcit focuses on stucant:’ sacond coraers, In

the academy. | suggest how to enrch students”
Ihvess by mickingg usa of the expadances they hocd
plenying cpolf.

As amatter of course, plaving in fourmarmsents
costs a lof. Ther biggest issue s o lack of money
caused by decreasing sporsces, which means that
they will have fewer carser oplicons, Since they are
enthusiastic about playing gaolf. they don't want to
cive U pursding o choanca to be a succassful four
pro. Also, they want 1o keep thealr golf caresr as
long as possiblo.

The curent sifuction of four pros is different
from the situation years ago, when ployers could
play in toumaments just one or fwo years affer
becoming mambers of the JLPGA. For thass
recisors, ralyving an somaans's funds whean they
airm to achisve success as a four player s obsolste
todery. | think that it & impaorfant far tham fo aam
rmcney from other jobs to confinue thair golf
professional caneer and 1o keam bow fo pursue
their dream while getting a stable income. It is also
the responsibility of golf feachers o talk about this
kind of issus with their students. Teachens need
Ty waarn of the difficuliias thedr students will foce
in the fubure when thay give up thelr carser as
tour pros. It s a feacher’s role 1o lead he studants
into redirerment without arxiety. At the same fime,
players need fo accept redlity.

Important itemns
for famale tour

players
| caleey prciviche

comrmentary

on JLPGA
toumno-rments.
What & most important for female tour plavers is
enthusiasm for plaving golf, which is crucial when
overcoming difficuties. Second i the diving
cistanca. Thea abillify fo hif af least 240-vard dives
Iz required to sunvivie on the curant farmabs golf
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towurs. Third is distance control. OF course, though it
iz important to master distance control with each
iran, what | priortize is their ability to have equal
tex oo grrecter than a 45 descant angle with their
Hron and fo stop a ball on hard greens, | uss
Trackhcn, a launch manitar, for this mecsuranmant.
it s cilso usaful for both practice and fasts of
distance confral.

When evaluating their putting ability as o
tour pra. | iy not to depend only on stafistics.
This is because | think that. for them. believing
in themsalves and making o decisive putt is
ek mare Immeartant than the statistics, 1t is
aleo important that they are ablde to practice
infensivwaly for howrs, They nead to establish clear
standards for their putfing, such as whether they
understand the importance of the pufting stroke
more than the outcome of putting. If ey judge
their parformances only by the results, it is difficult
foor themn 7o be successful plenyars.
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Holding a women’s tfournament as a promotear
in September 2020

In 2020, due to COVID-19 restictions, warious
sports competitions were canceled in Japan, My
on was a bassball player in high school. Although
I was looking forward to seaing my son’s last high
sehiool motchas, all matches waras concalles qard |
could not sea miy son play. Tha subsaguant faaling

led me o crgonize a fournament.

The goal of holding the toumament was
for both playens and spectators fo gain some
anjoyrnent from the foumameant. Prize money wos
sponsored by the supporters of the fourmament,
The playears recommeandsd by these supporters
wara sslactad for tha foumamant in ratumr. |
rmcade a lot of effort o encourage a feeling of
unity between the supporers and the players.
For example, by remeving various rules from the
toumament, the supporters could enjoy walching
it close to the playes, Holding the taumament
halped octhwate the aconomy in the s around
the golf coursa. The sucoeass of the promotion
providod rme with a now pospoctive on the ideal
sporf-related business.

What | want to tell
Junior golfers who
alm o becoma a
tour player such as
Hideki Matsuyama,
Hinako Shibuno
and Yuka Saso

| want to feil
junicr golfers fhat
planning their own
Ihvess, Including the
firme tor reatica, s
innportant when
strivingg for a dream to be o sucoessful four ployer.
The career of a professional othlete & very short.
Life after retirement & much longer than their
athletic career, Mary elite junior golfers tend to
cissurne thert golf is the most impartant thing in
thelr ives. Howaver, they should undarstand thaot
spanding firme with famiy or on ather activities is
for miora valuable than just practicing golf. Golfers
whio gpend rost of their ives only playing golf
offen feel an obligation fo achieve great results in
all foumaments. | ave seen such golfers who feel
unhappy becouse they cannot do anything they
want 1o do, aven affer thay becoms four players.
| calgny heacd tha same axparkancea.
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